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  ENGLISH (COMPULSORY) 
[According to the syllabus of 2021]7/A 

FIRST PAPER  
Time—1 hour 

Full Marks – 49 
                                                               Subject code: 
 

[N.B-The figures in the right margin indicate full marks.] 

 
Read the passage below and answer the questions  

‘Pahela Boishakh’ is the first day of Bangla New Year. The day is a public holiday. This day has a 
special significance for us as it forms a part of Bangalee culture and tradition. People from all 
walks of life, irrespective of their ethnic identity or religious beliefs, celebrate the day with 
traditional festivities. On this day, the whole of Bangladesh is in a festive mood. The day inspires 
people to start life with renewed hopes and inspirations. Every year the day is celebrated 
traditionally. People wake up early in the morning, have a bath and wear their traditional clothes. 
Women wear white saris with red borders and adorn themselves with colourful churis and 
flowers, while men dress themselves with pajamas and punjabis. It is a day when people love 
eating traditional food. This day the most colourful event is held in Dhaka. Early in the morning, 
people in hundreds and thousands pour in from all directions to attend the cultural function at 
Ramna Batamul organised by Chhyanata. The cultural programme begins just with sunrise and the 
renowned artists of the country take part in the program that starts with the famous Tagore-song 
Esho-he-Boishakh, Esho Esho ........ . Artists also sing traditional folk songs, and display classical 
dances with the rhythm of musical instruments. 
People also come to join the colourful processions, the biggest carnival of the country, organised 
by the Fine Arts students of Dhaka University. The procession usually displays the traditional 
practices of Bangalee culture.  The masks and wreaths worn by the people are so fascinating! 
Often they symbolise contemporary worries or happiness in the national life. It attracts increasing 
number of foreign tourists every year. The day is also observed all over the country. Different 
social and cultural organisations and educational institutions celebrate the day with their own 
cultural programmes.  On this day, newspapers bring out special supplements. There are also 
special programmes on the radio and television channels.  The celebration of Pahela Boishakh 
marks a day of cultural unity for the whole nation irrespective of caste and creed. 
 
1. Choose the best answer from the alternates.                                                                        10x1=10                                   

(a) The first programme of Pahela Baishakh generally begins at _________ 
     (i) TSC               (ii)  Bangla Academy      (iii) The Fine Arts Building        (iv)  Ramna Batamul  
 
(b) On the day of Pahela Baishakh the Bangales sing ____________ 
     (i)  pop songs        (ii)   folk songs             (iii) modern songs                  (iv) band songs  
 
(c) Which statement is correct? 
      (i)  Chhyanat is a team of artist.           (ii)  Chhyanat is a dancing team  
     (iii)  Chhyanat is a band show                (iv) Chhyanat is a cultural organization  
 
d) Pahela Baishakh is celebrated ___________________ 
      (i)  globally         (ii)  nationally     (iii)  universally               (iv) locally   
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e) The masks and wreaths worn by the people in the procession symbolize ___________ worries or 
happiness in the national life.  
    i) past    ii) future   iii)contemporary    iv) imminent  
 
f) The purpose of the author of this passage is __________ 
    i) to highlight the celebration of a festival    
   ii) to sketch how the Fine Arts students celebrate Pahela Baishakh   
   iii)to state how Chhayanaut celebrates Phela Baishakh    
   iv) to highlight the celebration of Pohela Baishakh  
 
g) Pahela Baishakh is the emblame of ______________ 
    i) cultural unity   ii) social gathering  iii) traditional activities  iv) festivities and celebration  
 
h) Adorn means _____________ 
    i) organize     ii) beautify    iii) fade     iv) spoil  
 
i) What does the expression “The day inspires people to start life” mean? 
    i) the people abandon their hopes and aspirations from the first day of Bangla New Year   
    ii) the people welcome the Bangla New Year  with disappointment  
    iii) the people accept the old ones and leave the new ones on the occasion of Pahela Baishakh  
    iv) the people commence their life with renewed hopes and inspirations  
 
j) The antonym of  significance  is _______________ 
    i)   triviality    ii) purport    iii) importance    iv) import    
 
2. Write short answers to the following questions:                                                                     2x6=12                      
    (a) How do the women and men adorn themselves?  

    (b) What is the significance of Pahela Baishakh?  
    (c) How do the Bangladeshis celebrate the day?   
    (d) What did the man put on and eat on this day? 
    (e)  What does the day inspire people? 
    (f) What Is Pahela Baishakn? 
 
Read the passage below and answer the following question: 
Pritilata was born in Chittagong on 5 May 1911. She was a meritorious student at Dr Khastagir 
Government Girls’ School in Chittagong and Eden College, Dhaka. She finally graduated in philosophy 
with distinction from Bathune College in Kolkata. In her college days, Pritilata was an activist in the 
anti-British movement. All through her life, she dreamt of two things: a society without gender 
discrimination, and her motherland without British colonial rule. So she received combat training to 
fight against the British rule. Soon after, Pritilata became the head teacher of Nandankanon Aparna 
Charan School in Chittagong. Gradually she involved herself in Surya Sen’s armed resistance 
movement. Surya Sen was a famous anti-British movement organizer and activist in Cittagong area 
that time. In 1932, Surya Sen planned an attack on the Pahartali European Club. The club was well-
known for its notorious sign Dogs and Indians not allowed. Surya Sen assigned Pritilata to lead a team 
of 10-12 men to attack the Club. The raid was successful but Pritilata dressed as a man failed to get out 
of the Club. She committed suicide by taking potassium cyanide to avoid arrest. She proved that 
women can work like men. She also proved that women too needed to be prepared to sacrifice their 
lives for the freedom from the British colonial rule. Her dream came true. The British rule came to an 
end though she couldn’t see it during her lifetime. 
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3. Fill in the blank with suitable word. Use one word only in each blank.                                   1 5 = 5 
Pritilata, a (a)________ women was an activist in the anti-British movement. Her dreams were to free 
a (b)_______ from gender discrimination and to free the motherland from British colonial rule. She 
(c)_______ Surya Sen to attack the Pahartali European Club in Chittagong. She (d)_________ her life 
and proved that women too needed to be prepared to (e)_________ their lives for the freedom from 
the British colonial rule. 
 
Read the passage and complete the table below with information from the passage (4-5). 
Nelson Mandela was born on July 18, 1918 in South Africa. He has two nick-names: Madiba and Black 
Pimpernel. From his boyhood, he saw the cruelty of the White to the Black one. At that time, the 
White people bait the Black people. It was unbearable for little Mandela. Becoming actively involved in 
the anti-apartheid movement in his 20s, Mandela joined the African National Congress in 1942. For 20 
years he directed a peaceful and non-violent defiance against the South African Government. For this 
he was in the jail on Robben Island for 18 years. In 1993 Mandela and F.W de Klerk were jointly 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. In 1994, Mandela was elected the South Africa's first black President. 
In 2009, Mandela's birthday, July 18, was declared 'Mandela Day' by the UN. Mandela died at his home 
in Johannesburg on December 5, 2013 at the age of 95.   
 
4. Read the passage again. Now, complete the table with relevant information from the text.       1x6=6 

Who/What Event Where/Party When/Age 

Mandela (i)………. South Africa 1918 

He involved himself (ii) …….. 1942 

He was prisoned (iii) ………  

(iv) …………. declared Mandela Day  (v)_________ 

He died (vi)……… 2013 

 
5. Summarize the above passage in no more than 80 words.                                                                         10 
 
6. Read the following table and make five sentences:       1x6=6 

Column A Column B Column C 

(a)  Facebook is an Internet (i) Internet connection 
may 

(i) gain access to Facebook 

(b) Nowadays, Facebook has 
become 

(ii) using Facebook (ii) among people living every 
where 

(c) It contributes much (iii) based social network (iii) to facilitate the official 
works 

(d) People are also (iv) use Facebook  (iv) connecting people 
worldwide 

(e) Everybody having (v) an important part (v) of our daily life 

(f) Some dishonest people  (vi) to maintain social and 
friendly relationship 

(vi) to cheat the people  

 


